Mildred Joy McDuffee Interview April 20, 1984 

by Shirley A. Thompson 

Index Side A 

0:QQ 

1:00 introduction 

2:29 Interview begins: Mildred Joy McDuffee 

2:50 Nee Mildred Joy Mekeel ? l ^ 

3:00 Born in St. Louis, Mo. 

3:53 Visits to Exposition in St. Louis: Tea and Cones 
4:20 St. Louis then and now, 

5:16 Father described 

5:47 Siblings described 

6:07 House described 

7:00 Mother described 

7:49 Age 11: St. Louis to Minneapolis 

8:30 Aurora Borealis 

9:04 Public School/Private School 

9:45 No baby sitting: household help 

10:42 University of Minnesota 

11:00 Transportation to U. of M.: Streetcar arWalk 

11:33 Ratio of women/men even 

11:50 Parental expectation leads her to University 

12:25 Dating at U. of Minn. 1913-1917 

13:35 Kappa Kappa Oarnma member 

14:00 Student body of 5000 

14:30 Family gets telephone 

15:00 No socializing or calling boys on phone 
15:10 Majors in English/Rhetoric and French 
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15:25 Teaching out West 

16:00 Lesson plans due each Saturday 

17:00 First horseback ride 
17:28 Move to Omaha, Nebraska 
17:38 Met husband 

19:07 Signal Corps: Balloon School 

20:10 Husband: Forestry major at U. of Minn, inspects 

France's forests after WWI 

20:50 Omaha: Flu epidemic 

21:49 Borrowed money for University of Minn. 

23:10 Tutored to repay loan 
24:40 Univ. costs: # .25 per day 
25:50 Charge account with grocery store 
26:10 Laundress paid #1.00 per day 

26:50 End of Side A. 
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0:06 Life after graduation: Teacher in Fromberg, Montana 

1:04 Subjects taught: Grammar, English 
Extra: But on plays 

1:45 Parental involvement in education 

3:02 To Omaha, Nebraska and a substitute teaching job 
in a girls’ commercial high school 

3:45 Met husband to be: Herbert Spencer McDuffee 

6:40 War Gamp Community Service parties to entertain 

servicemen 

9:50 Balloon duties in WWI 

10:20 Balloons over Omaha 

11:10 Omaha wedding and honeymoon, October 30, 1919} 

Mildred is 24> and Herbert is 28. 

12:05 To Detroit Lakes, Minnesota: Husband is in real estate. 

13:05 To Portland and lumber industry, 1921 

15:00 To Sacramento and stocks and bonds business, 1925 

15:45 Sacramento in 1925 

16:45 Three children: Marilyn Joy McDuffee, 

Herbert Spencer McDuffee, Jr., 

Kathryn Ann McDuffee 

18:35 Parental Problems are few, car pools 

19:15 Music and dancing lesson, David Lubin School 

19:35 Sacramento High School 

20:07 Voting 

21:15 Advertising representative for the Christian Science 
Monitor 

22:05 Book and bridge sections of AAUW, Dance Club 
23:23 First joined AAUW in Portland, Oregon, 1921 
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24:20 AAUW President, Sacramento, 1935-1934 
25:07 January 21, 1933, National Bank closed 

25:25 Federal banks closed 

26:00 Sacramento's growth reflects AAUW's growth 

28:00 Fashions of 1933 

29:08 Widowhood 

30:00 Religion 

52:00 Travel 



